Preacher’s Pen

Sunday, December 11, 2005
“Did Jesus Lie?”

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”, (Matthew 24:35)
Last Thursday, December 8th, I hear a man on National Public Radio call Jesus a liar.

No, he did not use those words. However, as you will see, this is what he meant. The verse above, are the recorded words of Jesus. The man to whom I am referring is a widely recognized professor of Bible who has just written a new book.

My concern revolves around the huge influence many people have on how to view God’s written word. This man, who has been studying the Bible since his teen years in the 70’s has concluded that since the original documents have not been found that everything we now have available has been so modified that it is “impossible to know exactly what Paul wrote”.

I’d like to step up and beg to disagree. Not only CAN we know, but we can know – that we DO! How? Jesus said it in Matthew 24:35. He said that His words will NOT pass away. From this, I conclude they have not – since heaven and earth remain.

Have their been changes made? Most certainly, there have been many translators seek to modify what was originally written trying to morph these things to better fit their own doctrine(s). But, the fact remains that the truth remains. It is up to us to seek it – to not accept any new translation as authoritative just because it is easier to read or understand.

And, for one who has decided to believe that the Bible contains all of God’s written word, there is no room to sit as a student of someone who claims to know the Bible but also (as did the author to whom I have referred) claims to be a “happy agnostic” – ie he is unable to say that he believes there even is a God, let alone that Jesus was the Son of God, the Messiah.

Oh, where does this man work? He is the current President of the Bible Department of the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. No wonder that so many college students graduate college but leave Christ behind.

Jesus said, His words remain even unto today.

In Christian Love and Service,

Lyndal
