Preacher’s Pen

Sunday, January 8, 2006
“The Name Christian”
“And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)

It seems that just about every week there is some sort of interview conducted on radio or television where the host asks the guest a question framed similarly to, “So, what does the “CHRISTIAN” community think about …?”

Ponder for just a moment, that there are so many folks wearing the name Christian but so few who seem (to me) to comprehend what this means. Reflect that ANYONE who would wear the name “Christian” has but one place to go to learn about the Christ – that is the Bible.

Yet, many (most?) commentators seem to carry the bible as they carry a novel – not even as a dictionary or encyclopedia. Many speak of the “moral majority” or “far right” as if by some vote the mind of God can be altered. Others speak of becoming a christian in the same way as joining a fraternity club.
For my part, if the Bible is (as we sincerely believe) truly is the Word of God, then it should be followed. If, as many believe, it is a well written book that needs to be “updated” from time to time, then I would argue that it would be a book to be rejected rather than updated. And, who would have any ambition to wear the name “Christian” and be associated with such poor “literature”.

My point is simple and may be stated as a question; where (or when) does history first record the use of the word “Christian”? Answer, “And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26). {ie in the 1st century). Since this is so, how can anyone justify changing (yes literally changing) the recorded word(s) of Christ and/or his assignees (apostles)? These are not followers of Christ, rather they are people who would like to ride into Heaven on His robe while doing “their own thing”.

But, thanks be to God, that He has (for over 2000 years!) kept His promise and preserved His own word(s), “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. (Matthew 5:18)

Where can you find the people who have held on to the words of God and Jesus by the Holy Spirit? In HIS Church, of course! Won’t you decide today to seek His words for yourself? Stop relying on any other human being. Look to God and ask, seek, and knock. The results might surprise you! 

See you in His worship!

In Christian Love and Service,

Lyndal
